ELS Harder to Read and Spell Words
Below are the harder to read and spell words part of our Phonics scheme. During Reception, we will be practising to read these words on sight. These words are named ‘Harder to Read and Spell’ as they are not phonetically decodable. For example, ‘was’ cannot be phonetically decoded because the corresponding taught sounds would want a child to pronounce the word as w/a/s – ‘wass’.  Rather, we teach the children to recognise these words through regular practise and recall. There are a lot of words so please do not be alarmed if your child cannot read or recognise the words as opportunities to practise are plentiful during school hours. As a partnership, your help at home during daily, quality reading time with your child will further support to overall improve your child’s phonics and whole word reading ability. 
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