Child Protection
Sharing information - Our Obligations
There may be times when the person you talked to has to share information.
This includes:
• if they think a child is at risk of harm
• if they think an adult is at risk of harm
• if they think the information could help prevent or detect a serious crime
We have a duty to protect children and young people from harm caused by neglect or abuse. This includes investigating any allegations that a child might be being neglected or abused, and if necessary take appropriate action to protect the child. 
Safeguarding Commitment
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility. Everyone who comes into contact with children and their families/carers has a role to play in safeguarding children. This means that they should consider, at all times, what is in the best interests of the child. The health, well-being and welfare of young people in our care will always be our main priority. We expect all staff, volunteers and visitors to share this commitment.
The vision, aims and Catholic ethos of St Mary Magdalene’s all support the intention that school provides a safe and happy environment where all children flourish, where all children are confident they will be listened to, valued and know their concerns are taken seriously and where diversity is celebrated and the gift of life cherished. School play a key role in safeguarding pupils and in the prevention of harm, early identification, intervention and support for pupils at risk of significant harm.
School is a community and all those directly connected (staff, governors, parents, families, pupils and volunteers) have an essential role to play in making it safe and secure, recognising our moral and statutory responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children. To promote a safe environment for pupils, our selection and recruitment policy includes all checks on staff and regular volunteers’ suitability, including DBS checks, in accordance with current legislation.
All staff receive annual Child Protection and Safeguarding update training and are aware of the procedures for passing on concerns within school. All staff receives regular safeguarding and Prevent training and are constantly informed of the most effective ways in which to safeguard our students. Our safeguarding procedures apply to all adult staff on site, including temporary, supply and ancillary staff, paid and volunteers working with children including governors. We strive to ensure that consistent and effective safeguarding procedures are in place to support families, pupils and staff at school.
All pupils are made aware of the adults they can talk to if they have any concerns. Staff are trained to look out for signs of and are required to report these to the safeguarding team
We work closely with our multi-agency partners seeking support and guidance as required to ensure the safeguarding of young people is prioritised the policies and procedures which we follow have been laid down by the Lancashire Assurance Partnership and the school has adopted a Child Protection Policy in line with this, for the safety of all.
Our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy is updated annually. On occasions, our concern about a child may mean that we have to consult other agencies whom we will share information, in line with school policy guidelines. We will ensure that all concerns are discussed with parent/carers first, before any referrals are made, unless we believe that such a move may be contrary to a child’s welfare. We listen to our pupils and take seriously what they tell us.

What to do if you have concerns about a child

Listed below are links to several websites, which you can use to report any concerns you may have about a child:
www.gov.uk/report-child-abuse  – This will provide you with links to the local council/police page for your area.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/report/report-abuse-online/

https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/
Alternatively, you can contact Lancashire Children Social Care for further advice:
0300 123 6720 / 0300 123 6722 (out of hours)

If you think a child is in immediate danger
Do not delay – call the police on 999
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